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ADAM KIRSCH
The People and the Books

The People and the Books shows how central themes of
our history and culture are reflected in the Jewish
literary canon: the nature of God, the right way to
understand the Bible, the relationship of the Jews
to their Promised Land, and the challenges of living
as a minority in Diaspora. By exploring 18 classic
texts, Adam Kirsch offers new ways to think
about their enduring power and influence.

WW Norton, HC, 384 PP, 9780393241761, $38.95

DONATELLA COLABI
Venice, the Jews and Europe: 1516-2016

A history and reconstruction of the Venice Ghetto:
its development, its architecture, the life of its
inhabitants and their relations with the city. The
Jewish religion’s customs and rites of the time are
closely analysed, along with the importance of
Venetian Jewish printingupon the rest of Europe. In
short, this is the story of a complete and enthralling
microcosm that grew and prospered for over four
centuries within the Serenissima Republic.

Marsillio, HC, 400 PP, 9788831724944, $115.00

HAROLD S. KUSHNER
Nine Essential Things I've Learned About Life

Rabbi Harold S. Kushner distills his experiences
as a twenty-first-century rabbi into nine essential
takeaways. Offering readers a lifetime’s worth
of spiritual food for thought, pragmatic advice,
and strength for trying times, he gives fresh, vital
insight into belief, conscience, mercy, and more.
Grounded in his brilliant readings of scripture,
history, and popular culture, Kushner provides
compulsory advice for living a good life.

Anchor,TR, 192 PP. 9780804173452, $21.00

MASHA GESSEN
Where the Jews Aren’t

In 1929, the Soviet Union declared the area of
Birobidzhan a homeland for Jews. By the carly 30s,
thousands of Jews had moved there from the
shtetls. After WWII, the newly named “Jewish
Autonomous Region” received an influx of Jews,
most of whom had lost families in the Holocaust.
Now, Masha Gessen gives us a haunting account
of Birobidzhan and the true story of the Jews in
twentieth-century Russia.

Schocken, HC, 192 PP, 9780805242461, $34.00
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SIMON SCHAMA
The Story of the Jews:
Finding the Words:
1000 BCE — 1492 CE

It is a story like no

other: an epic of endur-
ance against destruction,
of creativity in oppres-
sion, joy amid grief, the
affirmation of life against
the steepest of odds. The
first of two volumes, The
Story of the Jews spans
the millennia and the
continents — from India
to Andalusia and from the
bazaars of Cairo to the
streets of Oxford. Within
these pages, a great
story unfolds, not of a
culture apart, but of a
Jewish world immersed
in and imprinted by the
peoples among  whom
they have dwelled, from
the Egyptians to the
Greeks, from the Arabs
to the Christians. Which
makes the story of the
Jews everyone’s story.

Penguin Canada, HC, 512
PP, 9780670069798, $45.00
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MARK MICHAEL EPSTEIN
The Brother Haggadah

Commissioned by wealthy patrons in the Middle
Ages, the Haggadot are among the most beautifully
decorated Hebrew manuscripts. The “Brother”
Haggadah is one of the finest of these to have
survived. This facsimile is accompanied by a series
of scholarly essays, and translation of the poems
and commentary in the manuscript by leading
Hebrew and Medieval scholars.

Thames and Hudson, HC, 184 PP, 9780500110294, $155.00

EDGAR M BRONFMAN *
Why Be Jewish?

Edgar Bronfman’s call to a generation of secular
and unaffiliated Jews, addressing the most critical
question confronting Judaism worldwide. With
poignancy, and passion, Bronfman shares insights
learned from his own personal journey and makes
a compelling case for the meaning and transcen-
dence of a secular Judaism that is still steeped in
deep moral values, authentic Jewish texts, and a
focus on deed over creed or dogma.

McClelland & Stewart, HC, 256 PP, 9780771017377, $29.95

ELIE WIESEL
Open Heart

Eighty-two years old and facing his own mortality,
Elie Wiesel reflects back on his life. In his writing,
teaching, and public life, has he done enough for
memory and for the survivors? His ongoing ques-
tioning of God — where has it led? Is there hope
for mankind? The world’s tireless ambassador of
tolerance and justice gives us a luminous account
of hope and despair, an exploration of the love,
regrets, and abiding faith of a remarkable man.

Schocken, TR, 96 PP., 9780805212587, $16.00

VIKTOR E. FRANKI
Man’s Search For Meaning

Psychiatrist Viktor Frankl’s memoir of life in Nazi
death camps has riveted generations of readers.
Based on Frankl’s own experience and the stories
of his patients, the book argues that we cannot
avoid suffering but we can choose how to cope
with it, find meaning in it, and move forward. A
new gift edition of a modern classic, with supple-
mental photographs, speeches, letters, and essays.

Beacon Press, HC, 200 PP, 9780807060100, $25.95
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The Story of the Jews:
When Words Fail:
1492 — Present Day
These gripping  pages
teem with words of
defiance and  optimism,
sounds  and  images
of tenacious life and
adventurous modernism,
music and drama,
business and philosophy,
poetry and politics. The
second part of Simon
Schama’s epic Story of
the Jews is neither over-
whelmed by hopeless-
ness nor shrouded in the
smoke of the crematoria.
As much as it gives full
weight to the magni-
tude of the disaster that
befell the Jews, it is a
story of hope vindicated
rather than wiped out.
At the heart of the story
is the budding belief that
peoples of different faiths,
customs and cultures can
be fellow-citizens of a
common country. And
amidst all the brutality,
somehow the light of
Jewish endurance is never
extinguished.

Penguin Canada, HC, 352
PP, 9780670069798, $45.00,
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